Editor,

Enough! Stop! Enough!  This should be the hue and cry of every taxpayer in Itasca County.  Living Word Bible Camp Corporation is once again taking Itasca County to court.  LWBC Corporation has dragged Itasca County off to court multiple times, and also sued their neighbors.  Every time LWBC Corporation has felt they have been wronged or mistreated by decisions the Board of Commissioners have made they have acted like petulant little children.  Again they are crying “wolf”.  This time because LWBC Corporation doesn’t feel they should have to do a required Environmental Impact Statement for one of the larger commercial developments in Itasca County proposed in an established Residential land use zone.  It’s proposed location is in a State designated conservation area, which was set aside using public funds, on one of Itasca County’s most sensitive lakes.  

Itasca County taxpayers have spent untold dollars on legal fees and have lost valuable hours of dedicated county employees time in order to defend solid, well based decisions by the County Board of Commissioners.   Taxpayers should know LWBC is a Corporation that has not paid, in the last ten years, ANY substantial property taxes in Itasca County.  LWBC Corporation owns close to 270 acres if prime land and lakeshore on Deer Lake.  The Corporation has paid virtually no property taxes because they originally applied to be taxed as a “church.”  They have publicly stated they are not a church.  Yet they have no problem demanding taxpayers foot the bill for their continued law suits against Itasca County.

Please notify Itasca Commissioners and let them know LWBC Corporation should be brought to task for their continued abuse of the legal process.  Also, that it is time for LWBC Corporation to pay their fair share of taxes, not just spend tax dollars to which they have not contributed.

Tom W. Brown

Deer River, MN     

